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SANAP



A Little Bit of History

• A founding member of the 

Antarctic Treaty of 1959 (12 

signatories in total).

– Now: 45 member nations.

• Legal framework for the 

management of the region.

– Peaceful purposes only. 

– Scientific investigation and 

cooperation is promoted. 

– Territorial claims are placed 

on hold. 



A Little Bit of History

• 1959: Norway’s that its base 

(Norway Station) in Queen 

Maud Land would be 

evacuated.

• The 1st South African National 

Antarctic Expedition (SANAE) 

departs on the Polarbjorn

• Reaches the Antarctic coast 

on 8 January 1960.



Structure
• In 2003: 

– Scientific research the Department of Science and Technology (DST).

– Department of Environmental Affairs retains logistics and infrastructure functions.

• The National Research Foundation (NRF) awards grants to scientific 

projects.

• We have 3 bases
– SANAE IV (Antarctica)

– Marion Island (sub-Antarctic)

– Gough Island (Atlantic)

http://www.dst.gov.za/
https://www.environment.gov.za/
http://www.nrf.ac.za/




SANAE IV

• 72.0°S, 

2.5°W in 

western 

Dronning

Maud Land 

• 4280 km

from Cape 

Town



Background Information
• At Vesleskarvet, 220 km due South of SANAE III.

• A few rocky outcrops (nunataks).

• The 4th station – all others now under the snow or dismantled.

• Nearest other stations:
– Neumayer

– Novolazarevskaya

– Troll

– Maitri

• SANAE’s research is divided into four programmes:
– Physical sciences

– Earth sciences

– Life sciences

– Oceanographic sciences



Marion Island

• 46°S, 37°E in 

the Southern 

Indian Ocean

• 2160 km from 

Cape Town



Background Information
• 19 km long by 12 km wide

• Two islands (316 km² in total)

• Mascarin Peak, it’s highest point at 1,230m

• Little vegetation (mosses, ferns), except for lichen, in the island’s centre. 

• Terrain is very boggy. 

• Lots of snow and rain and very windy. Research…..

• The research on Marion Island focuses mainly on the following themes:
– Weather and Climate studies;

– the interactions between marine and terrestrial systems;

– the life histories of seals, seabirds and killer whales;

– the structure and functioning of terrestrial ecosystems and

– the structure and functioning of near shore ecosystems.



Gough Island

• 40°S, 9°W in the 

Atlantic

• 2600 km from Cape 

Town



Background Information
• A weather station since 1956. 

– This weather office operates the same as stations in South Africa with 

hourly climate observations and upper-air ascents.

• Gough Island is avolcanic island.

• Rising from the South Atlantic Ocean to heights of over 900 metres.

• Has an area of 91 km². 

• A dependency of Tristan da Cunha (British overseas territory of Saint 

Helena). 

• The land the station is built on is leased by South Africa under 

contract and is magistrated as a district of Cape Town.



How We Get There



How We Get There


